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The mission of St. Philipôs is to: 
¸ Invi te and Welcome everyone into our 
      Christian community;  

¸ Nurture and Strengthen each other in our faith;  
¸ Reach out and Share Godôs love in the world. 

St. Philipôs Lutheran Church    ̧  6180 Highway 65 NE, Fridley, MN 55432   ̧    763-571-1500 
www.stphilipschurch.net    ̧  info@stphilipschurch.net 

EVERYONE is welcome  
to worship at St. Philipôs! 

 
 

What Does a Hospitable Church Look L ike?  
 

Jesus commanded, ñCarry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one 
on the road. Whatever house you enter, first say, óPeace to this house!ô 
éRemain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide.ò 

     The story of Jesus sending the 70 out into the communities where he 
intended to visit later is compelling for many reasons. As indicated above, 

Jesus provided some specific instructions to those who were sent and one of 
the things Jesus expected for those who were to be visitors, was to be 

received with hospitality. To be welcomed upon their arrival and to be 

provided things they needed, while they were creating community among 
new friends.  

     Just as Jesus anticipated, those sent returned with their reports, and 
Lukeôs gospel says they returned with JOY! I would hope those who visit St. 

Philipôs would return to their homes with JOY. Filled with JOY because of the 
worship they were welcomed into, the power of Godôs word that they 

experienced and the sense of the Holy Spirit among those that gather at St. 

Philipôs to worship our living God!  
     What role do you play in making St. Philipôs a welcoming place for those 

who are visiting or those who have been here for 40 years? If St. Philipôs is 
going to be a place that is welcoming, friendly and concerned about building 

stronger community, then all of us have to be willing to participate in being 

hospitable!  
     As I mentioned in my sermon over the 4 th of July weekend, one thing to 

consider is using our FIRST FIVE to connect with someone who we donôt 
know. What I mean by that is using the first five minutes after worship to 

introduce yourself to someone you donôt know. The conversation can be 

very light, but when we all par ticipate in the First Five, we help move our 
church in a direction that is focused on building a stronger community , as 

well as welcoming those who are visiting. After the First Five, your friends 
will still be there to connect with. Can you imagine with m e what the 

sanctuary and narthex would look like if we all did our part of being 
hospitable and welcoming? 

     It is my opinion that Jesus has expectations for those who are being 

ñsentò to St. Philipôs. The expectation is that we are inviting to all who  may 
come through the doors of this church , and that we all do our part in 

building a strong community with both th e visitor and those who have been 
here for a long time!  

     Will you join me in using your FIRST FIVE as we strive to be a hospitable 

church community? 
 

- Pastor John 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- 84 children attended VBS,    
along with 55 adult and youth 

    volunteers 
- The success of the 14th 

   annual Garage Sale 
- The generous donations 
to the Garage Sale 

    -  The dedicated, empathetic, and compassionate Care Givers  
        Support Group 
    -  The benevolent giving of many members to the Special Fund  
        Appeal 
    -  The 21 campers who attended Green Lake Bible Camp 
    -  The youth who took part in the mission trip to Kentucky, 
       along with their chaperones 
    -  The co-chairs of the Garage Sale, along with the department 
        chairs and the many, many wonderful volunteers 
    -  The on-going work of the Emergency Preparedness Group 
    -  The beautiful, warm summer time in which we can take part 
        in gardening, water sports, leisurely walks, vacations 
        and give thanks to God in heaven for his amazing creation! 

We will continue to present  

our budgeted income/expenses, 
as well as our actual 

income/expenses in each 

monthôs issue of the Friend. 
  

 
 

 
Please keep the following in mind: 

1. Again this year, we have several members who prepaid 

their 2010 pledges through stock gifts, IRA gifts, etc.  
2. We will continue to work very carefully to keep our 

spending in check in response to the pace of membersô 
giving. 

3. We ended 2009 with a negative ($6,570).  
4. These numbers are through June 30, 2010. 
 

   2010      Budget Year -To-Date   Actual Year -To-Date  
   Income             $ 445,584 -        $484,190 

   Expense           (502,901)         $504,456 
   TOTALS            ($57,317)                ($ 20,266)*  

*Remember, that without the generous giving to the Special 
Appeal, our actual year-to-date total could have been close to 
a negative $70,000. 

 
  

 As we fill our summer days with relaxation and 

possibly some adventure, St. Philipôs takes no pause. The 
summer kicked off with another successful VBS, thanks to 

the leadership of Pastor John and the dedication of the 55 
adult and youth volunteers that made it a very special 

week for 84 enthusiastic children! Throughout July, 

dozens of volunteers and organizers have been working 
to prepare for the annual St. Philipôs Garage Sale. In 

between these bookends of summer, the Pastors, staff, 
volunteers, and committee members remain hard at work 

sustaining and developing this wonderful place of worship 
and our family of faith at St. Philipôs.  

At the June 13th congregational meeting, a balloted 

vote was taken by members present to approve the 
election of a call committee. The measure passed 113 to 

28 with 2 memb ers abstaining. The outcome of this vote 
means the congregation will continue to move forward in 

the process to call a Senior Pastor. You will find a timeline 

of the process on page 5 of the Friend. 
At the congregational meeting, members r aised 

three questions that the Board of Administration was not 
prepared to answer. The first question was regarding the 

interest we pay on the mortgage, the balance of the 
mortgage, when it will be paid off, and whether the 

mortgage could be refinanced. The current interest rate is 

5.25% with a balance of $535,242 as of May 31. Our 
mortgage payment is currently $6,907  per month, or 

$84,000 annually. The mortgage will be paid off in 
approximately 8 years. None of the three banks we 

approached about refinancingðUS Bank, Wells Fargo, 

and Thrivent Financialðfinance loans for non-profit 

organizations. A Thrivent representative indicated that 
loans of this size are difficult to refinance and that 

refinancing would be at a rate closer to 6%.  
The second question dealt with the ratio  of 

pledged to unpledged giving factored into the 2010 

budget. Currently, just over 84% of the 2010 budget 
is based upon pledged giving. 

The third question dealt with the decreasing size 
of the congregation. The latest official data reported 

by the ELCA for St. Philipôs average attendance was 
424 in 2008. This has been a yearly decline since 1996 

when the average attendance was 862. 

Looking toward St. Philipôs future, our 
congregation faces exciting challenges that God is 

calling us to accept. By affirmation of our faith, we 
have all chosen to embark upon a shared journey with 

Christ in Godôs mission for the world; and, in doing so, 

we commit ourselves, our time, and our possessions 
to that mission. At the June 13 congregational 

meeting, it was asked what percentage of members 
give regularly to the church. St. Philipôs is blessed with 

60% of its members giving regularly, but sadly, that 
leaves 40% of the congregation who do not give at 

all, either by unfortunate circumstance or by choice. 

While our challenges will not be met with money 
alone, Godôs mission relies on the participation of all 

members in whatever capacity each is able to offer. 
Please, look to your heart and give. No matter the 
size, the most important thing is to start.  

Á *  

A Report from the President of the Congregation  
Joel Young  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  

At the June 13th Special Congregation Meeting it was  

decided to move ahead with calling a senior pastor. 

With this congregational decision we can continue 
recruiting and forming a Call Committee, which will be 

elected in October.  
     In this newsletter on page 5, you will also see an 

updated interim timeline. Assembling of information 

for the Ministry Site Profile (the congregationôs 
ñr®sum®ò) will be done by a separate task force.  

     Through the participation of 72 members and by 
the facilitation of Connie Bernardy, the Vision Summit 
on May 15th resulted in a couple of strategic directions 
for the next fi ve years: 

 Making strategic changes to retain our members 
and grow our base in order to help people 
develop a personal relationship with Jesusð
especially revitalizing and restructuring our 
worship services to attract new members. 

 Strengthening relationships in our congregation 
and in our diverse communityðespecially 
through healthy communication, rest and play.  

 Providing services and resources to our 
community, our children, and our aging 
populationðrecognizing, interacting with, and 
learning about our ethni cally diverse community.  

 

     Several issues still need conversation among this 
membership. These issues have risen through 

demographic research, discussion with school district 

employees, experiences of members, the Vision 
Summit process, and insights from community 

experts. They are: 
     1. Ethnic diversity of our neighborhoods.  

Should St. Philipôs become a more ethnically diverse 
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congregation that reflects the  

surrounding neighborhoods? 

     2. Increasing poverty in our  
neighborhoods.  How shall St. Philipôs  

live out in the future its commitment  
to those struggling financially? 

     3. Collaboration with schools.  St. Philipôs has 
connections with the school district through its members 
and its proximity to local schools. How can this 

congregation partner with the school district to best serve 
the families of school children? 

     4. Aging population.  The growing segment of the 
population around St. Philipôs is those people in 

retirement. Baby-boomers are entering retirement age. 

Demographic and economic growth will be oriented 
around the aging. Is this a ministry opportunity for St. 

Philipôs? 
     5. Senior pastor.  What is Godôs intent for St. Philipôs 

future, and what kind of senior pastor will best help get 

us there? Identifying the senior pastor sk ills and style 
needed for St. Philipôs future will mostly be through the 

work of the Ministry Site Profile Task Force and the Call 
Committee. They will be soliciting information from the 

members, so please begin thinking about what God is 
asking of this church, and what kind of senior pastor God 
wants here.  

     This fall activities leading up to calling the next senior 
pastor will go quickly. Critical decisions will need to be 

made by this congregation this fall regarding St. Philipôs 
future. Please take part in the discussions and decisions. 

Please implore the Holy Spirit to guide them. 

 
ɶPastor Chris 

Interim Process Update  

Endowment Fund Distributions Presented in June  

     On June 6, $500 college scholarships were awarded to 

Taylor Felton and Kirsten Young. A former member of St 
Philipôs who wanted to remain anonymous provided funds 

to encourage students to attend Lutheran colleges. The 
Endowment Committee was asked to manage the 

Scholarship Fund. Taylor will be a junior at Augsburg 

College and Kirsten will be a senior at St. Olaf College this 
fall. We congratulate these students and pray for them as 

they continue their studies.  
     Distributions of $1800 from the Endowment Fund 

were presented to three groups on June 13. The Youth 
received $1000 for their summer mission trip to Kentucky 

for scholarships and/or supplies. Property and Grounds 

received $500 to help defray some of the cost of paint for 
the South Hall Renewal Project by the Disaster Relief 

Team and $300 was given to help defray some of  

the carpet cost for the new Prayer Room at St. Philipôs. 
     All gifts to the Endowment Fund help promote the 

mission and vision of our congregation. Thank you to all 
donors who have contributed gifts of all sizes throughout 

the year and/or have told us that they have named  

St. Philipôs Endowment Fund in their will or estate plan. 
Please contact one of our pastors or any Endowment 

Committee member (763-571-1500) for more information.  
     Endowment Fund brochures are 

available at the church Welcome 
Center and on the table by the Legacy 

Circle Recognition Wall near the 

Gathering Area.  
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Friendship Lunch Bunch  
 

Due to busy summer schedules, The Friendship 
Lunch Bunch will be taking the summer off, not 

gathering during June-July-August, but resuming 
in September. Hope to see you all then. 

 

Befrienders invite  you to a second session 
on simple ways of relaxing, stress relief, and 

self-care lead by Tuni Turner, RN and St. 
Philipôs Parish Nurse. 

 

Breath , Stillness , I magination : 
Simple , Powerful , Healing   

Part 2 
Exploring resources within our whole selves, 

our faith tra dition and our spiritual 
disciplines, which can bring harmony and 
balance into our bodies, minds and spirits. 

 

Building on the breath work learned and practiced in 

Part 1, Tuni will provide information and exercises 
(including a review of breath work) whic h encourage 

participants to stop, pay attention, wonder and play 
with a few more ways to get to know their body as 

friend and resource; to consider reading their bodyôs 
signs and symptoms as sacred text, to discover its rich 

wisdom, and to live out its tru ths.  

 
ñBut that is exactly what we are, each of us a temple 

in whom God lives.  
God himself put it this way:  

óI'll live in them, move into them; 
 I'll be their God and they'll be my people.ôò  

2 Corinthians 6:16b ï The Message 

 
During this session, Tuni will guide participants 

through relaxing breathing exercises, rejuvenating 
body stretches, comforting self-massage, and 

enlightening imagination work.  Participants will also 

explore ways of integrating this nurturing body work 
into their spiritual life thr ough creation of ñbreath 

prayersò and ñguided scriptural reflection.ò  
 

Monday , August 2,  7:00 to  8:30 p .m. 
St. Philipôs lounge 

 

Retreat for the  
Women of St. Philipôs 

 

ñFinding Rest, Renewal, and Delight in Our Busy 

LivesòðAll women (and their friends) are  invited to a 
womenôs retreat at a local retreat center in October 

(date to be determined).  There will be time for 
relaxation, group activities, and learning in an informal 

setting. Weôll leave Friday after dinner and return 

Saturday after dinner. The cost will be about $100, 
which included 3 meals. Please contact Pastor Jan 

SOON (763-571-1500 or jhartsook@usfamily.net) if 
you think you might be able to attend . We need to 
know if we have enough interested women to 
make a reservation.  

 

Save th e Date  
 

Jim and Carol Sack, our missionaries  

in Japan, are coming to St. Philipôs  

on Wednesday, August 4, 2010.  
More information will be coming  

regarding time, location, meal, etc.,  
so mark your calendars for the 4 th! 

  

 

 

Volunteer Opportu nity  
 

We received a call from the Anoka Chapter asking if 

members of our congregation might be interested in 
helping to build a house in Brooklyn Park for Habitat 

for Humanity. The dates would be the week of  

August 9 or the week of September 13. They would 
like to send out a crew from our church to help. If 

you would be interested, please contact Pastor Jan 
(763-571-1500 or jhartsook@usfamily.net). 

 

 



 
 
 

St. Philip's Lutheran Church - Projected Interim Timetable 2010-2011 

                     
Project/Process 

Step 

2010 2011 
Person/Group 

Responsible 
Jan

. 

Feb

.  

Mar

. 

Apr

. 

May

. 

Jun

. 

Jul

. 

Aug

. 

Sept

. 

Oct

. 

Nov

. 

Dec

. 

Jan

. 

Feb

. 

Mar

. 

Apr

. 

May

. 

Jun

. 

Jul

. 

               Interim Process 

Demographic 

data collected 
                                      

Interim Sr. 

Pastor 
& Board 

Conversation 

about whether to 

move ahead with 
senior pastor 

                                      
Interim Sr. 

Pastor 

Vision Summit                                       

Congregation, 

Pastors & 
Board 

Plan fall 

discussions on 
issues needing 

congregation 

decision 

                                      
Interim Sr. 

Pastor 

& Board 

Discussion series 
& decisions on 

issues of the 

surrounding 
community. 

                                      

Interim Sr. 

Pastor 

& Board 

Ministry changes 

within St.  
Philip's to 

prepare for its 

future. 

                                      All Pastors 

Transition from 
interim senior 

pastor to the 

called sr. pastor 

                                      
Interim Sr. 

Pastor 

               Call Committee 

Nominations of 
call committee 

                                      

Congregation, 

Pastors & 

Board 

Call committee 

election 
                                      Congregation 

Call committee 

plans and 
prepares for the 

search process 

                                      
Call 

Committee 

Receive 
candidate profiles 

                                      
Call 

Committee 

Candidate 

interviews and 

site visits 

                                      
Call 

Committee 

Congregational 

meeting to call 

senior pastor 

                                      Congregation 

Senior pastor 

begins 
                                      

Called Sr. 

Pastor 

               Ministry Site Profile Task Force 

Appointment of 

Ministry Site 
Profile task force 

            

 

                        Board 

Research and 

information 
gathering 

                                      

Ministry Site 

Profile Task 
Force 

Prepare Ministry 
Site Profile 

                                      

Ministry Site 

Profile Task 

Force 

Congregational 

approval of 

Ministry Site 
Profile 

                                      Congregation 
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St. Philipôs  
Disaster Relief   

 
Fall Trip  

In early May, the Cumberland River 
flooded parts of Nashville and the 

surrounding area. We are currently 

working with Lutheran Disaster 
Response and are in the early stages 

of planning a trip to Nashville  to 
help with the rebuilding process.  

   Weôll take two days to travel the 
900 miles to Nashville on the way 

down, work five days in the 

Nashville area, and drive the entire 
distance upon our return on 

Saturday, October 9. 
 

Wadena  

The cleanup from the tor nado that 
hit Wadena in late June is done and 

the rebuilding has begun. Most 
damage caused by tornadoes is 

covered by insurance so the need 

for volunteers is not as great as it is 
with flooding where there is little 

insurance coverage. Lutheran 
Disaster Response is at work in 

Wadena and if rebuilding projects 
become available, we hope to make 

a trip there in August. Watch the 

eDevotionals and bulletin 
announcements  

for more  
information.  
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As a spinoff of the Disaster Relief 
ministry, the Emergency 

Preparedness Group has been 
formed. This group has three goals.  

1)  To prepare our building and its 

occupants in case of an emergency 
and to prepare our members in case 

of an emergency at home. (Signage, 
emergency equipment, training, 

emergency plans, etc.) 

2)  Determine St. Philipôs response 
and relief plan in the event of a 

community disaster. (How could we 
use our building and members ï to 

house volunteers, to serve meals, to 
raise funds, etc.?) 

3)  Determine the role of St. Philipôs 

Disaster Relief team members in a local 
disaster. (ñSigning upò with local 

governments and other agencies  
possibly to be some of the early  

volunteers to be activated in a nearby 

disaster.) 
 

The group has held several meetings 
and is currently focusing on 

preparing our building in the event of 

a fire, a tornado, or a medical 
emergency. The emergency lights 

have been tested, fire extinguisher 
locations have been identified, 

Severe Weather Shelter signs have 

been posted, and emergency 
information signs have been 

developed for rooms and hallways. 
Several members attended a hands-

on fire extinguisher training session 

earlier this month. Three members of 
the group attended a Faith 

Community Emergency Preparedness 
workshop last month where they 

received a toolkit that will be very 
useful in developing St. Philipôs 

emergency plan. There is much more 

to be done. Contact Pastor Jan (763-
571-1500 or jhartsook@usfamily.net) 

or Renee Johnson (763-571-6828 or 
Renee604@juno.com) if you have 

questions or are interested in joining 

this group. 
 

Itôs better to have a plan that 
you donôt need, than to need a 

plan that you donôt have.  

 

Emergency Preparedness Group (EPG)  

 
Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, 

serve one another with whatever gift  
each of you has received. 

1 Peter 4.10 

 

St. Philipôs Library has recently undergone an upgrade 

in its software and hardw are to make the materials 
much more accessible to users. The software upgrade 

has many new features and now allows the library to 
have a catalog computer available to users.  

The Auto Librarian SE software and Remote Card 

Catalog are networked. This allows 
users to search the collection by 

author, title, subject, and keyword.  
The library files are currently 

backed up to the main 
church computer daily and also 

backed up offsite. The libraryôs 

computers have internet access which brings users 

reviews of materials and the Library Committee 
access to Library of Congress records for ease in 

cataloging. 
The Library Committee is excited to have this 

new feature and is eager to show it off. Watch for a 

fall Open House to try out the computer catalog.  
This technology upgrade would not have 

happened without the help and dedication of  
St. Philipôs own ñGeek Squad.ò Thanks and 

appreciation to Larry Hille, Dick Kruse, Roger Musolf, 
Myron Nash, and Duane Retzer for their expertise 

and excellent work. 

 

St. Philipôs Library Gets Technology Upgrade 
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     The pipe organ, the largest musical instrument in  the 

world, has been around since Roman times. Even today, 
each one is different, unique and built specifically for the 

church environment where it will serve to assist the 
congregation in worship each Sunday. Here at St Phillips 

we have an excellent pipe organ that works well in a 

multiple of functions: leading the congregation in hymns 
and liturgy, accompanying the choirs, and serving as a 

solo instrument. Music is an important component to 
Lutheran worship and I feel it should be cohesive. If you 

listen carefully, you will many times hear the hymn tunes 
for the day being referenced in the prelude, offertory and 

postlude that I play each Sunday. 

     Growing up in Champlin, MN, I went to Zion Lutheran 
Church in Anoka where I became fascinated with the pipe 

organ when I was in the childrenôs choir. I purchased and 
installed my first pipe organ in our home when I was 15 

years old. Since then, I have owned a number of different 

pipe organs that I have installed in my homes for 
practicing and for enjoyment.  

     The Twin Cities have been blessed to be the home of a 
number of well -known organists, and I have been equally 

blessed to have studied with four of them: Dr Edward 
Berryman of Westminster Presbyterian Church; Howard 

Don Small of St. Markôs Cathedral; Charles Parsons of 

Central Lutheran Church; and Dr Paul Manz of Mt Olivet 
Lutheran Church. I was most influenced by Paul Manz and 

I use a lot of his and his studentsô compositions and hymn 
improvisations to enhance our worship experience. 

Special Fund Appeal  
 

     The Board of Administration along with several 

former presidents of the congregation, other members, 

and Pastors have worked hard over the past few 
months on a special fund appeal to close the 

anticipated $50,000 shortfall in the 2010 budget. 
Thank you to Harold Kurtz for his instrumental help in 

organizing the special appeal.  

     As of July 9, over $47,100 has been raised to close 
this budget gap! Thank you to each of you who have 

given to this appeal and have helped bring to near a 
successful close! There is still time to make a 

contribution to this special fund appeal. Please feel free 

to contact Becky Leicher or Pastor Chris if you have 
any questions. 

Joel Young 
Board President 

 

     I have been a church organist since I was 14 years 

old and have served at Advent Lutheran Church in Maple 
Grove, Our Saviors Lutheran in Circle Pines, Edina 

Community Lutheran in Edina, Salem Lutheran Church in 
St Cloud, Central Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, Cross 

of Glory in Brooklyn Center, and now St Philipôs in Fridley. 

I am the youngest of three children. My brother Dan is a 
pastor in Denver. I was married for 26 years and have 

two children: Nathan manages production for First 
Impression Systems, a custom mat company of which I 

own a part, and lives in downtown Minneapolis; and 
Amanda is in law school at Hamline University and lives in 

St. Paul. I live with my partner, Michael, in a loft in the 

warehouse district right on the edge of downtown 
Minneapolis (with a pipe organ in the middle of it!). We 

have an 8-month-old dachshund named Harvey. I am a 
Certified Public Accountant and have my own accounting 

and tax practice in Minneapolis. 

     Michael and I are also part of three contemporary 
rock bands where I play keyboards and write music. One 

of our current projects is writing music based on Aesopôs 
fables. You can hear some of these songs (in various 

stages of completion) at www.myspace.com/rohrstop. 
     It is a pleasure to serve St Philipôs, sharing and 

enhancing our worship with exciting and varied music. I 

would be pleased to demonstrate and give a tour of the 
pipe organ to anyone, young or old. These are amazing 

musical instruments. 

Thank you  for your generous donation of $2,100 

from the Festival of Tables. We couldnôt have 
done it without your generous donation!  

ɶSACA Directors and Staff 

 
 

Thank You  from Stevenson Elementary School 
for helping to provide and pack meals for the 

people of Haiti after the earthquak e. Below is a 
message received from a child, thanking us for 

helping. It stresses the joy a child has in learning  

to ñtake actionò in helping others (which is an 
emphasis of the Fridley School System).   
 

ñMy name is Muluk and I am a 3rd 

grader. I am excit ed to help Haiti and 
feel good I will show kindness, 

empathy, and open mindedness. 
Thank you for helping.ò 

 

 

Staff Member . . . David Geslin , Organist  

 
 

T H A N K  YOU  
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The Marvelous Middle School Mystery 

Mission Trip leaves St. Philipôs 
Thursday, August 5th for Destination: 

UNKNOWN! Please keep our youth 

and leaders in your prayers as they 
head to an area theyôve never  

been before to help others  
and build on their faith!  

 

Paint the Youth Room!! As beautiful 
as the Youth Room is (Thanks Youth 

and Family Committee!!) we need to 
add some crazy! Sign up or simply 

SHOW UP Monday-Wednesday, 
August 16th-18th at 10 am. Bring $5 

or a sack lunch to enjoy a lunch 

break together, then weôll work as 
late as we can, or take a trip to the 
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beach, whatever. It should be a fun 
few days that weôre together, where 

we get stuff don e and have some FUN! 

All ages welcome, donations 
appreciated!  
 
Youth Kickball Tournament and BBQ! 

Clear your schedule for Sunday, 

August 22nd and put together a team 
of youth your age to compete against 

other church teams in the area! $15 
for each player covers a day of play,  

T-shirt, dinner with the group, and 
possible trophy! So, put together a 

team and register by August 1st to play 

all day and have some fun!! Contact 
Ashley for more information or collect 

sign up information on her office door.  

EMAIL Ashley (atangen@usfamily.net) 

if you wish to be on the contact list for 

the monthly youth newsletter 
containing articles about raising 

Christian teens, and a monthly calendar 
containing information on  

upcoming events. 
 

Donôt forget about all the great fall 

programming we have coming! Make 
sure to register your 6 th grader for Big 

Dig (Wed. nights 7-8 pm), High School 
Hang Out (Wed. 7-8:30 pm), 

Confirmation for your 7 th-9th grader and 

Sunday School for all ages! *Stay tuned 
to emails and updates concerning 
Wednesday night hang outs for high 
school students during August. 

 
 

awesome 

St. Philipôs Grief Support Group 
 

 1st and 3rd Tuesday evenings of each month. 

 Meeting location is Room 3 (Camilla Rose 2).  

 Meeting time is 6:30-8:00 p.m.  

Please join us on August 3 rd  and  August 17 th   
 

Coffee and Conversation with Caregivers  
 

 1st and 3rd Wednesday afternoons each month. 

 Meeting location is the Lounge at St. Philipôs.  

 Meeting time is 1:30ï3:00 p.m.  

Please join us August  4 th  and 1 8 th   

Your valuable experien ce, questions and 
insights are needed!  

 

     This summer, I chose the theme verse for our 

summer mission trips by looking through verse 2:10 in 
every book of the bible (for the year 2010). Little did I 

know I would strike gold with  Ephesians! ñFor we are 
what He has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared before hand to be our way 
of life.ò Not only does this verse speak of how we are 
created through God, but how we are created for good 

works! We continually try to teach our youth to do good 
deeds, treat others with respect, and so on and so on, 

but we often forget how important it is that we lead by 

example. We must encourage good works by DOING 
good works! Luckily, it is up to us and our situation to 

decide what our good works consist ofɶwhether it be 
picking up a piece of trash as you walk alongside the 

road, or volunteering for an overnight with thirty  

7th and 8th graders hopped up on Mountain Dew and 
Chocolate Chip Cookies. 

     Please take this opportunity to look through the St. 

Philipôs Friend to find places for you to do good works! 
St. Philipôs is filled with opportunities to help out 

wherever your talents lie. As weôre approaching fall, 
weôll be needing help with the youth in Sunday School 

classes, Confirmation small groups, and adults to simply 
be around and hang out as a good example to our 

youth! Talk to Ashley if you wish to help with the youth 

programs this year, Pastor John for Confirmation and 
Sunday School, or any of our staff for other 

programming! St. Philipôs has a lot to offer; make sure 
youôre taking advantage of all the amazing possibilities! 


